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WASH	  in	  health	  
care	  facili0es:	  
maternal	  &	  
neonatal	  

implica0ons	  
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Six	  elements	  building	  the	  perfect	  storm	  post-‐2015:	  
1.   The	  epidemiological	  transi8on	  
2.   Increasing	  uptake	  of	  facility-‐based	  care	  
3.   Neglect	  of	  water	  &	  sanita8on	  in	  heath	  facili8es	  
4.   Poor	  infec8on	  preven8on	  &	  control	  
5.  Weak	  HMIS	  &	  disease	  surveillance	  
6.   Emerging	  an8microbial	  resistance	  

OF HEALTHCARE-
ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS 



The	  situa8on	  today	  

	  
Source:	  Clean	  Birth	  Kits	  –	  Poten1al	  to	  Deliver	  (Blencowe,	  Lawn	  and	  Graham	  2010)	  
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Improving health worldwide 

RESEARCH	  ON	  QUALITY	  IMPROVEMENT	  	  
IN	  MATERNITY	  UNITS	  
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The	  propor0on	  of	  deliveries	  in	  healthcare	  ins0tu0ons	  in	  
many	  low-‐income	  countries	  is	  increasing	  rapidly	  
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Tanzania	  2010	  -‐Health	  facili8es	  and	  labour	  wards:	  %	  with	  water	  

supply	  &	  latrines	  (“WASH	  safe”)	  
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(facility):	  44%	  

Average	  (labour	  ward):	  
24%	  

Facility	   Labour	  ward	  
(Benova,	  Cumming	  &	  Campbell,	  2014)	  



Research	  on	  environmental	  risks	  &	  hygiene	  behaviour	  
shows	  mul8ple	  opportuni8es	  for	  preven8ng	  some	  
healthcare-‐associated	  infec8ons	  in	  maternity	  units	  
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NUDGING	  IS	  REQUIRED	  TO	  ACHIEVE	  BEHAVIOUR	  CHANGE	  
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JOINED-‐UP	  THINKING	  AND	  ACTION	  IS	  ESSENTIAL	  
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