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The situation today

Figure |: Global maternal and neonatal deaths due to infections

Unhygienic birth practices are an important risk factor

Maternal deaths Neonatal deaths
Infection-related Infection-related neonatal deaths
maternal deaths = neonatal infections (sepsis,
= maternal sepsis pneumonia) and tetanus

Infection
11%

Infections

+ 972,000 deaths

Around | million deaths may be related to unclean birth

Source: Clean Birth Kits — Potential to Deliver (Blencowe, Lawn and Graham 2010)



The proportion of deliveries in healthcare institutions in
many low-income countries is increasing rapidly

<25%
25-49%
50-74%
75-94%
>95%

Source : WHO Proportion of births attended by a skilled worker.
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Tanzania 2010 -Health facilities and labour wards: % with water
supply & latrines (“WASH safe”)
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24%

(Benova, Cumming & Campbell, 2014)



Research on environmental risks & hygiene behaviour shows multiple
opportunities for preventing some healthcare-associated infections in
maternity units
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NUDGING IS REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE BEHAVIOUR CHANGE




JOINED-UP THINKING AND ACTION IS ESSENTIAL

Infection
Prevention
& control
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