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Healthcare Waste Management  

 HCWM is an intra- and inter-

sectoral area 

 

•Water 

•Sanitation including HCWM 

•Hygiene  
WASH 

IPC 

EPI  

… 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) at 

WHO 

 A target of universal basic coverage of WASH in health 
care facilities by 2030 is included in the post-2015 UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG3, SDG6): 

 

 

 

 

 

 Urgent action is needed to improve Water, Sanitation and 
Health (WASH) services and practices in health care 
facilities 
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Knowledge Portals 

 http://www.washinhcf.org/ 

 http://www.healthcare-waste.org/  

 

http://www.washinhcf.org/
http://www.healthcare-waste.org/
http://www.healthcare-waste.org/
http://www.healthcare-waste.org/
http://www.healthcare-waste.org/


5 | 

Global Action Plan on WASH 

 WHO, UNICEF and partners committed at a global 

meeting in March 2015 to address urgent need to 

improve WASH services. 

 Result: Global Action Plan on WASH which includes 

HCWM elements 

 Vision: By 2030, to ensure that every health care facility, 

in every setting, has safely managed, reliable water, 

sanitation and hygiene facilities and practices to meet 

staff and patient needs in order to provide quality, safe 

people-centred care. 
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Global Action Plan: Vision, Task 

Teams and Activities 
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HCWM Activities of WHO 

 Providing sharp boxes for immunization (standard 
package) 

 Conducting of HCWM assessments and monitoring 
(national level) 

 Technical Support on the development of national 
Policies, Strategies and Regulations (GAVI supported: 
Africa, Eastern Mediterranean, the Americas, South 
East Asia, Western Pacific, Europe, and Central Asia) 

 Conducting Case Studies and pilot projects (e.g. 
Kyrgyzstan, Albania, Georgia, Ukraine) 



8 | 

Pilot Project at the National Hospital in 

Bishkek / Kyrgyzstan (MoH / WHO / IEC) 
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Pilot Project at the National Hospital in 

Bishkek / Kyrgyzstan (MoH / WHO / IEC) 
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Bishkek / Kyrgyzstan (MoH / WHO / IEC) 
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Pilot Project at the National Hospital in 

Bishkek / Kyrgyzstan (MoH / WHO / IEC) 
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Pilot Project at the National Hospital in 

Bishkek / Kyrgyzstan (MoH / WHO / IEC) 
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WHO HCWM Docs: Developed Policies, 

Strategies, Plans   

 Policies  
– Policy Paper: Safe Healthcare Waste Management 

– Policy Paper: Mercury in Health Care 

– AIDE-MEMOIRE for a national strategy for health-care waste management  

 General strategic documents; 
– WHO core principles for achieving safe and sustainable management of health care 

waste 

– Better health care waste management: An integral component of health investment 

 Documents aiming the national level 
– National Steering Committees and National Working Groups for Health-Care Waste 

Management Policy Development and Planning 

– Health care waste management: Guidance for the development and implementation of a 
National Action Plan 

– Preparation of national health-care waste management plans in Sub-Saharan countries: 
a guidance manual 

 Management of solid health-care waste at primary health-care centres: A 
decision-making guide 
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WHO HCWM Docs: Guidance  

 General guidance 
– Safe Management of Wastes from Health-Care Activities (second version) 

– Health through safe health care: safe water, basic sanitation and waste management in  

healthcare settings 

 Fact Sheets and Poster 
– Health-care waste management - Fact sheet n° 281 

– Waste from health-care activities - Fact sheet n° 253 

– Ebola Virus disease (EVD) – Key questions and answers concerning health care waste  

– Management of waste from injection activities - Poster 

 Specific Guidance 
– Review of health impacts from microbiological hazards in health-care wastes 

– Managing Health Care Waste Disposal 

– Guidelines for Safe Disposal of Unwanted Pharmaceuticals in and after Emergencies 

– Management of wastes from immunisation campaign activities. Practical guidelines for planners and 
managers 

– Management of waste from injection activities at district level: guidelines for district health managers 

– Mercury in health care 

– Technical Guideline: Replacement of mercury thermometers and sphygmomanometers in health care 
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WHO HCWM Docs: Tools  

 HCWM - Rapid Assessment Tool (RAT). Second 

edition. 

 HCWM - Costing Analysis Tool (CAT / ECAT) 

 Training modules in health care waste management (25 

modules) 

(http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/healthcare_

waste/training_modules_waste_management/en/ ) 

 

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/healthcare_waste/training_modules_waste_management/en/
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/healthcare_waste/training_modules_waste_management/en/
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Collaboration with Partner Organisations: 

ISWA 

 Collaboration Plan for 2015 – 2017 
– mutually agreed three year plan for collaboration, the results of which 

are reviewed by the WHO Executive Board once every three years 

 Objective: to promote the safe management of healthcare 
waste worldwide and  to reduce the impact of waste related 
activities on public health 

 Activities: 
– Sharing of information 

– Participating in the task teams on the WASH Global Action Plan to 
advocate hcwm 

– Monitoring 

– Development of technical documents  
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Collaboration with UNDP: GEF project 

 Partner: UNDP (Istanbul Regional Hub) / WHO / HCWH 

 Target Countries:  
– Ghana, Madagascar, Tanzania, Zambia 

 Components 
– Capacity building and awareness on HCWM and mercury phasing out 

– Improving of policy and regulatory frameworks, coordination, 
budgeting and for HCWM and mercury 

– Introduction of BEP and BAT approaches for HCWM and support the 
phase-out of mercury at facility level 

 WHO input:  
– Strengthening policy 

– Technical capacity building 
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Thank You 

 

For more information and to 

get involved contact: 

washinhcf@who.int 

 

WASH in health care 

facilities knowledge portal: 

www.washinhcf.org 

 

Health care Waste 

Management on WHO 

portal: 

www.healthcare-waste.org 
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